
 

 

‘To Kill a Mockingbird’ Summary 

 

Setting: The fictional town of Maycomb, Alabama, during the Great Depression. 

 

Narrator: Scout Finch, who recounts her experiences as a young girl between the ages of six 

and nine. 

 

Main Characters: 

 

● Scout Finch 

● Jem Finch (Scout's older brother) 

● Atticus Finch (Scout's father and a lawyer) 

● Calpurnia (The Finch family's cook) 

● Tom Robinson (A black man accused of raping a white woman) 

● Boo Radley (A mysterious and reclusive neighbor) 

 

Plot: 

 

Part One: 

The story starts with Scout and Jem becoming intrigued by their mysterious neighbor, Boo 

Radley. They've heard many rumors and tales about him, and along with their friend, Dill, they 

engage in various escapades to try and get a glimpse of Boo. 

 

Scout also narrates her experiences in school, providing a portrayal of the town's social classes 

and highlighting the deep-rooted prejudices that exist within the community. 

 

Part Two: 

The plot deepens when Atticus is appointed to defend Tom Robinson, a black man accused of 

raping Mayella Ewell, a white woman. Despite the overwhelming evidence in favor of Tom's 

innocence, the prevailing racism of the town makes it clear that the odds are against him. 

 

Throughout the trial, Scout and Jem are exposed to the evils of racism and prejudice. They 

witness their father standing up against these societal wrongs, teaching them valuable lessons 

about integrity, empathy, and justice. 

 

The trial culminates in a guilty verdict for Tom Robinson, despite Atticus presenting a 

compelling case for his innocence. Robinson later tries to escape from prison and is shot dead. 

 

After the trial, Bob Ewell, Mayella's father, seeks revenge on Atticus for making him look bad 

in court. He attacks Scout and Jem as they walk home from a Halloween pageant, but they are 

saved by the elusive Boo Radley, who finally emerges from his seclusion. 

 

Conclusion: 



 

 

The novel ends with Scout reflecting on the events she has witnessed. She comes to understand 

that people often harbor prejudice, whether against race or simply against what they don't 

understand (like Boo Radley). Atticus's words about it being a "sin to kill a mockingbird" come 

full circle, as both Tom Robinson and Boo Radley are likened to mockingbirds – innocent 

beings who've done no harm. 

 


