
 

 

Difference Between Summarizing and Paraphrasing 

 

Understanding the difference between summarizing and paraphrasing is crucial for clear and effective 

communication in your writing. Let's look at some examples to illustrate the contrast: 

 

1. Original Text: 

"The internet has revolutionized the way we access information. With just a few clicks, we can find 

answers to our questions, read the news, and connect with people from all over the world." 

Summarizing: 

Summary: The internet has changed how we access information, offering convenience and global 

connectivity. 

Paraphrasing: 

Paraphrase: Accessing information has been transformed by the internet. With just a few clicks, we can 

search for answers, stay updated with the latest news, and connect with individuals from various parts of 

the globe. 

 

2. Original Text: 

"Climate change is a global crisis that requires urgent action. The rising temperatures, melting glaciers, 

and extreme weather events are all signs of the earth's changing climate." 

Summarizing: 

Summary: Climate change is a pressing global issue, evidenced by rising temperatures and extreme 

weather events. 

Paraphrasing: 

Paraphrase: Urgent measures are needed to address the worldwide crisis of climate change, which is 

indicated by increasing temperatures, the melting of glaciers, and the occurrence of extreme weather 

patterns. 

 

In these examples, you can see that summarizing involves condensing the main ideas into a shorter 

version, while paraphrasing is about expressing the same ideas in different words. Understanding when 

to use each technique can greatly enhance your writing and communication skills. 

 


